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~ Old Soldiers of
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 The Underground

Jooqies ChabanDemas |

"By Henry Mitche g

early 20s when France. fell to the

forces of Hitler; but this.was.“horric, "
ble, abominable”  and he, for one, did "

.not agree to the defeat of France. -

simply did not-accept: it -

- “Like ‘many young -Frenciih:en, oI :

" But he did not'want to'be in Paris, -

a Paris not free;:so he taok his wife

and their 6-month-olq. baby: to-Nice- -

‘where they-lived in a pension.

:~Some fellow on_the: other- side of -
- the thin walls had"a radio that blared: |

-forth, at night, waking the ‘baby, so
Chaban-Delmas went. over to give him
- hell for the noise. .= .. . -
', - But he wound up listening. For on
- the radio were Charles de. Gaulle’s
.broadcasts from London, calling for a

free France and for resistance, PRI
" Chaban-Delmas was. on fire to go .
" to London and' get his orders and do ;
his bit. Life, as usual, did- not work '
_Out quite’ that way. He did: meet: a -

<colonel of the new resistance’” ove-
»ment ,and was ordered to Paris.. .. o
- “First T was a spy. then a terrorist,
*then handled Haison missions" with

~the  Allies,” and at the last had the |

chonor of entering a liberated Paris
gyiph Gen. Leclgrc,' R ol
% He had settled (as much, one §us-

.ever settles) on a sofa at the Frénch

- 7Embassy, an hour or so.before -his
‘-Appcarance -as the annual banquet
#given by old boys of the OSS—the Of.

Jice of Strategic Services, the nation's
wwartime intelligence.undercover agen-
<y which preceded the ‘Central -In-.
“telligence Agency. Tt g -

«+The OSS veterans presented" him

-With their highest honor,. the Wiillam
Ji Donovan Award. . .. e
"He was in- a business suit, and had

to change to evening clothes. More:.

over, he proposed to translate his ac
.ceptance - speech into English: <= T
must make the effort,” he said —and’
how .this was to be done in 90 min-

" utes, nobady knew. - . .

_-very'-fishy' looks from - the " French _

o A moral here—some of the seem. |
", Ingly contemptiblé people you used to
... meet_durj '
!pected, as a man of his animal. vigor | . heraes.
t!cef?)ulle’s . house.” -
. whaban-Delmas ‘sent . his family - to.
-live with hig “foster Y
" Dordogne area of France, but one day |
. the German' camie ‘to

- credibly enough, he was in the receiv-

_: The Germans held him .that night,

"1 He' was - grateful

_But not to worry.
-and told marvelous anecdotes. In-
ing line at the Washington Hilton an
hour later, with his speech in English |
(thanks to his wife's help).. = . ... ..

. But:yes, of course he had scraps in -
_his Resistance. career. Once the Ger-
mans arrested him. He produced a
forged document purporting to show
e was “an inspector of finance” , .-
but Chaban-Delmas put on such a
show of. outrage—~he even had them .
telephone .the Vichy government— .
and bluffed and thundered so success.
fully that the German officer. apolo- -
gized and sent him in his own car the -

next day to catch a train, . -

'Hf.e‘ﬂse'ttled back: _

-1 Ameriean fashion. for it.. He is. great®
"1 at lennis. He actually. leaped .up an-
embassy staircase Lwo steps at a lime. |

- ever since 1947, and never mind his

_ " he- said, that his
..comrades. in the. Resistance dig not

+ pick that day or that German officer’s

. Lar to bomb, . v v L
.. As he got on the ‘train; two Ger-
man ‘soldiets came to attention and,

. In short, he got a 'splendid's.end-off

vfromhi’s.e'rstwhile captors: . 'l
* Of course, he went.on, he:got some

passengers: on : the train ang -made
It a point:to' sit at-the very.back. .-

the. war were; probably.

case’ 6_'f.,:f‘,den.‘.
After a “time,

Then there was the

father in the

P U P
 “This Is:De Gauille’s house,” sald the

methodical :Cefmén'ﬁ_Wlth "the 'dyna.

. mite.

L It ds not. It 45 my hovise, s
egendra house,f’;l said . Chaban-Del.

-mas’ father. He took the German in. |
- Side and:showed him a German flag, |

- Which the German salited. The fathop'|

did not_bother to .mention it was a f

~ Var trophy’ from World Wael '/

Nimble in"wit like.his son, jthe"rhanf
Saved his house,, *- = = ' T

- % It turned out later the house' had !
- Once, been, owned DY _Charlés  de’ |
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©iete

blow the place | - A
R _“touch base.":

. ‘Gaulle’s father, and the French héro:
“-spent many a summer. vacation there:
. in his'youth, v i EEOT e e
¢+ ~.Chaban-Delmas:has the image -(and:
. the body) of a sportsman: He. says'
! terrible things about smoking.. He.
‘runs a-lot—jogzed long - before “the

; One hears of this, but ravely sees it. ;.
i . His ‘carcer in French. politics™"has’
* been checkered. He was a protege of'
: De Gaulle. He was prime minister un.
. der Georges Pompidou (and fired by
“him). He'was a‘brigadier genetal “at:
29. He has been mayor of Bordeaux

- - i'state duties, they keep electing him.. .

v, He Is now. president of the Natton-
dl Assembly. He could, if he wished,; '
.. tell marny'a tale of political ‘Intrigue!
Cand-inifighting.> ..

i

, ; :
of 0SS not, Bedatse ‘of his’ political’
i offices but becauge’ Heé-. epitémizes’;

“(they pointed oul):the man’ who. s}

*“personally brave, With a“sénse’6f hon:

sior, and: has risked, everything in timei| -

0f war for his: eountry. " )

_He ‘fdlipws: offief; éarlier ‘recipients.
; of 'the DonoVan. Award such ‘as’ Allén'
: Dulles, :;Dwight - Eisenhower, . Lord’
* Mountbatten, Lt. Gen, Willlam Quinn;*

a

It was!¢lear.at the party that many -

" But he Was honored 'b_gr theé vetérans!].

 of the 450:who ‘weté packed in' (many E

" 'had *4 be turned away, who*had not- |
:made advance reservations) had come ')’
~.I'hot ta swap’old.stordes

cLae Iaghd 3 (e

§

LR

. For some of them, their years with | . -
e ch with. great |-
.gvents and world history, "

"10SS were their main tou

;

S0 much &s to |

i
i
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“"Mawy of the men onlv knew a cor-’ o o ;
v ple of ather OSS men durmg the war |. o . Ty
'years, since it wids not a service in | - o :
“which- you met a lot of (landy mew
% : . fnends. s RIEEE S
. e L. . " Sidrey Harrow of Philadclphla “a
o S S manuf rcturer’s . representative, sir—
in a word, a;salesman,” had given and . ‘
interp.eted personahty ‘tests at the. i O S
time 0SS’ men 'were recruited.  He | .-
recopnwed some he had tested. He . -
lled unconvmcmgly but g'lllantly B . .l
‘ v . 47 "You look exactly,as\ you dld all i
Y those years ago.” . | S T S
LI s e s e e i He, applauded the dlgmtarles, the N T C
R B s §peerhes of Sen. Daniel .Inouye and . : :
o s e Eas s s e T former., ambassador to France. Ken- :
s R ST 7. “neth Rush.’ )
TUOT e seets e e 1He looked down at a glass httered oL
AR ST - 'with.tlny onions, the remnants.of a| - - = - |
" few celebratory drinks, and said he T
_thought he might retire for the even-
ing wh le he still had his faculties. .-
But- once he leaned Yver to.a e-

{4Ged, who.would, believe it ook | 1
at .that old_ bastard on your right Or : _ N
“that” _one there. ‘Or-. o

v,"hft a 30-poun bar‘
_ '-'thtir -lives: depended: on it What ] .
: the years, have done’to men. But these Lo

. al N
From left, Francois de Laboulaye, Geoffrey Jones and Jacqtes. ChnmeeImas, B
oy by Lmda wn«m—m Washmgtml posa \

'
.

=== Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100090051-8



